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Social Function of Library Information: about Library Information in the Internet Era
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Abstract:

In this article, I pointed out the problems around Japanese library in the Internet era. And I propose
the new understanding frameworks of these problems.

The Internet and digital technologies change our information environment. Our dependency on
books also changed, and now we get much information from other medias. But in these processes,
we experience the “McDonaldization” on information including traditional information media like
books. To resist those tendencies, I propose that we need introducing the concept of “variation of
information” in library management and expanding of concept of “public library” in all information
media domain.
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